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INTRODUCED BY
(Primary Sponsor)

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTI丁 LED: ‖AN ACT CLARIFYINC CONSERVAT10N AND MANAGEMEN丁

RESPONS:B:LITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH,WILDLIFE,AND PARKS FOR VV:LD BUFFAL0 0R

BISON IN MONttANA;GRAN丁 ING RULEMAKING AUTHORITγ ;AMENDINC SECT10NS 81‐ 2‐ 121,87‐ 1‐2161

87-2‐730,AND 87‐ 5-711,MCA;REPttALING SEC丁 !ON 81-2‐ 120,MCA;AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE

EFFECTIVE DATE"

BEI丁 ENACttED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THtt STATE OF MONTANA:

Section l. Section 81‐2-121,MCA,is amended to readi

"81‐ 2‐121. Taking Of pub‖ ciy owned w‖ d bufFalo or bison that are present on private prOperty‐ ‐

notice‐‐supplementalfeeding‐ ‐pena!ty.(1)ThiS Chapter may not be construed to impose,byimp‖catiOn or

othen″ise,criminal‖ ab‖ ity on a landowner orthe agent of a landownerforthe taking of a publicly owned wild

buffalo or bison thatis suspected of carrying disease and thatis present on the landowner:s private prOperty and

is potentia‖ y associating with or othen″ ise threatening the landowner:s livestock if:

(a)the landowner or agent notifies or makes a good fath efFortto notify the departmentin ordertO a‖ ow

as much time as practicable forthe departmentto firsttake or remove the publicly owned w‖ d bufFalo or bisOn

thatis present on the!andowneris property;

(b)the!andowner or agent makes a good falh effortto notifythe departmentthat a taking has Occurred

and to retain a‖ parts for disposal by the departmenti and

(C)the landowner or agentis notln violation of subsection(2)

(2)A person may notintenlona‖ y provlde supplementalfeed to g3旧 印oモHttn蒙Js w‖ d buffalo or bison in

a mannerthat resu!ts in the attraction or artificial concentration of gan¬ ,tr→爾
"卦

s wild buffalo or bison that may

potentia‖y contribute to the transmission of disease A person who violates this subsection is gu‖ ty of a

misdemeanor and is sublect to the penaky provided in 87‐ 1-102(1)丁 his subsec‖on does not apply to

supplementalfeeding activities conducted by the department for disease control purposes‖

Section 2. Section 87-1-216,MCA,is amended to read:
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1 "87-1-216. Wild buffalo or bison as€pccic+irffier# conservation and management -potiey
2-departmentduties.(1)ThelegislaturefindsthatSi

3 wild buffalo or bison are

4 culturallv important, valued native wildlife in need of conservation and manaqement in the state of Montana. +t

5i@:
6 (a) to designat'e publiely owned wild buffalo or bison oriEinatinE from Yellowstone national park as a

7@
8 (b) to desiEnate other wild buffalo or bison as a speeies in need of managcment; and

9 (e) to set out speeifie duties for the department for management of the speebs:

10 (2) The department:

11 (a) is responsible for the conservation and management, including but not limited to public hunting, of

12 wild buffalo or bison m this state tha

13 ;

14 (b) shall eonsult and eoordinate with the department of livestoek sn implementatisn of the P ovisions of

15

i 6 (e) shall eosperate with the department of livestoek in managing publiely owned witd buffalo or bison that

17

18

19

20 tn Montana throdgh t

21

22

23 (b) is responsible for the conservation and manaoement of wild buffalo or bison that mav threaten

24 persons or property and shall cooperate with the department of livestock to orotect private orooerty. as provided

25 in 81-2-121. and

26(g)o+ffimayadoptruleswithregardtowildbuffaloorbisonthat@
27areinneedofmanagementbecauseofpotentialdamagetoperson
28 or property.

29

30 eursuant to gT.2-
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(3) ln recoqnition of the cultural heritaoe and treatv riohts of sovereion tribal nations. the department shall

cooperate with tribal governments to oursue oooortunities for the conservation and manaqement of wild buffalo

or bison.

(4) Before the deoartment releases or transolants anv wild buffalo or bison under the department's

iurisdiction onto oublic or orivate land in Montana under 87-5-711, the department shall develop and adopt a

conservation and manaqement plan forthosewild buffaloorbison. When developino a olan, thedepartment shall:

(a) include provisions for control of wild buffalo or bison in consultation with the deDartments of

aoriculture. oublic health and human services, and livestock oursuant to 87-5-716:

(b) orovide the opoortunitv for public comment and hold oublic hearinos in the affected countv or

counties:and

(c) respond to all public comments received and publish full records of proceedinqs from anv public

hearinqs.

(5) Whenever the department is responsible for the death of a wild blrffalo or bison. either ourooselv or

unintentionallv. the carcass of the animal must be disposed of bv the most economical means. includino but not
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(a) as first prioritv, mav donate a wild buffalo or bison carcass to a charitv or to an lndian tribal

orqanization: or

state special revenue fund to the credit of the deoartment."

Section 3. Section 87-2-730, MCA, is amended to read:

"gl-2-730. Speciat wild buffato license - regulation. (1) The public hunting of wild buffalo or bison

that have been designated as a speeies in need of disease eontrol under 81'2'120 is permitted only when

authorized by the department of liv$toek under and pursuant to rules

developed under subsection (3).

(2) The department may issue special licenses to hunt wild buffalo or bison Oesi$atedas€-seeeie€-tn

蜀
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.

(3) The department shall adopt rules i for fair chase public

huntinq of wild buffalo or bison. The rules must provide for:

(a) license drawing procedures;

(b) drawing and application fees consistent with 87-2-113;

;

(o)ingrequirementsthathuntingbeconductedonfoot
and away from public roads and that there be no designation of specific wild buffalo or bison to be hunted;

(e)meansoftakingandhandlingofcarcassesinthefield

isease;

(0 tagging requirements for carcasses, skulls, and hides;

(g) possession limits; and

(h) requirements for transportation and exportationrcrd

o+any?*Utiehffittng "

Section 4. Section 87-5-711, MCA, is amended to read:

"87'5'711. Control of importation for introduction and transplantation or introduction of wildlife.
(1) Except as otherwise provided, the importation for introduction or the transplantation or introduction of any

wildlife is prohibited unless the commission determines, based upon scientific investigation and after public

hearing,

and that the transplantation or introduction of a species has significant public benefits and public support and

minimizes conflicts with aoricultural production.

(2) With regard to the transplantation or introduction of a fish species not prevtously legally transplanted

to a specific water body within the state or not previously legally introduced to the state, the requirement for

scientific investigation in subsection (1) may be satisfied only by completion of an environmental review

conforming to the provisions of Tifle 75, chapter 1, part 2.,'
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(c)notificationoflicenserecipientsastowhenandwheretheymayhunt@
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 5. Notification to tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send a

2 copy of [this act] to each tribal government located on the seven Montana reservations and to the Little Shell

3 Chippewa tribe.

4

5 NEW SECTION. Section 6. Repealer. The following section of the Montana Code Annotated is

6 repealed.

7 81-2-120. Management of wild buffalo or bison for disease control.

8

9 NEW SECTION. Section 7. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

10 .END-
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